




will ultimately provide funds for his beloved library. One signifi-
cant gift was his donation of the remainder interest in his sum-
mer home on Fire Island. He retains life use of the property, and 
continues to pay all maintenance and insurance costs. Eventu-
ally, the proceeds from the sale of his home will come to Yale to 
support the medical library.

More recently, Dr. Simbonis established a Yale charitable gift 
annuity. Pleased with the attractive annuity rate and tax advan-
tages from his first gift annuity, Dr. Simbonis created a second 
gift annuity, also designated for the library. In addition to sec-
ure lifetime payments, his charitable gift annuities o≠er other 
benefits including substantial charitable income tax deductions 
and partially tax-free payments. He comments, “It is a good  
deal for me financially. I was able to include the name of the  
library in the agreement so I know my funds will go where  
I have designated.”

With his gifts to the Yale Medical Library, Dr. Simbonis is  
not only paying homage to one of his favorite places, he is pre-
serving the lifeblood of the university and the research for  
which it is recognized.
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Stanley Simbonis ’53, ’57 m.d. is the epitome of a Yale scholar. 
With interests spanning zoology, music, baseball, pathology, 
international relations, and Greek language and culture, it is no 
surprise that Dr. Simbonis, son of Greek immigrants, is a lifelong 
learner. Whether it is Athens’ Gennadius Library at the American 
School of Classical Studies, or Yale’s Cushing/Whitney Medical 
Library, you will find Dr. Simbonis there, immersed in his stud-
ies, when he isn’t traveling the globe. His youthful and energetic 
mindset and countless interests belie his age of 85.

It was the public library on Washington Avenue near his 
childhood home in the Bronx that helped develop young Stan’s 
intellectual curiosity and enduring appreciation of libraries. Later, 
he ventured to the library at Fordham University, where a chem-
istry professor allowed him to sit in on classes. After two years at 
The Bronx High School of Science, he entered the Marine Corps, 
served in World War ii, and earned his high school equivalency 
diploma. He pursued his dreams of becoming a center fielder  
for the Yankees and then a Broadway musician, before eventually 
entering Yale College in 1950. He graduated in three years, and 
was accepted to Yale School of Medicine. 

Dr. Simbonis spent his medical career as a laboratory patholo-
gist. He claims that his teaching was his greatest contribution to 
the discipline. “I hope I was able to convey to students how to 
examine slides and specimens, and then think fiercely about how 
to synthesize the material at hand to arrive at reasonable conclu-
sions,” he recalled. “My challenge to my students wasn’t an easy 
task but it was worth their e≠ort.” 

His devotion to the medical library at Yale includes many 
years on its advisory board. In 2010, the board voted him emeriti 
status. The Stanley Simbonis Conference Room in the Cushing/
Whitney Medical Library was dedicated this year in recognition 
of his ardent service. 

“The library is the heart and soul of the university,” said  
Simbonis, “It’s the crown jewel. How can you do without it?  
It’s been a storehouse of knowledge throughout the ages.”

Over the years, he has made several generous gifts which  

Stanley Simbonis ’53, ’57 m.d.

Yale Law School, a beneficary of John F. Woyke's gift

Preserving the past and looking toward the future

John F. Woyke ’63, ’67 j.d. on charitable gift annuities

 “Using a charitable gift annuity has enabled me to make 

a larger contribution to Yale than I could have otherwise. 

Because I do not need additional current income, I selected 

annuities with a deferred starting date. Doing so allowed  

me to contribute a substantial amount, while obtaining a 

fixed dollar payment to improve my future financial security. 

It also allowed me to make a significant contribution both 

to Yale College and Yale Law School, and also to the Divinity 

School, which my father attended. As a young boy he would 

take me with him while he went to classes. Not only do  

I remember the excitement and beauty of the campus, but 

also the thrill of having access to thousands of books to  

read, which inculcated a life-long pleasure in learning.”



their home to Yale. The example struck 

just the right note for Toby.

“My 50th reunion seemed an aus-

picious time to give back to Yale, which 

has given our family so much. Our 

financial situation was such that we 

could benefit appreciably from the tax 

advantages that accompany deeding 

one’s home to Yale. We could continue 

to live in our house and maintain the property just as we always have. But we, my 

50th reunion class, and eventually Yale would benefit from our life estate agreement. 

Our gift is unrestricted as to purpose. I am confident the university will ultimately use 

the proceeds from the sale of our home in a meaningful way. By deeding our home 

now, we gained important tax savings and aªrmed our multi-generational family 

commitment to Yale.”
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Toby and Florence Berger’s home


